THE GREAT STATE

Is it reasonable, or is it not rather incredible, that
the labours of the remainder of the working popu-
lation should be needed to transport and to dis-
tribute the material production of so small a pro-
portion of our men, aided by a couple of million
women and children?

Make every conceivable allowance for the very
real productive powers of such workers as railway
servants and carmen, seamen and dockers, ware-
housemen and storekeepers, postmen and teleg-
raphists, with a due proportion of wholesale and
retail distributors, architects, designers, doctors,
nurses, and teachers, and it still remains a thing
most significant and most unsatisfactory that, amid
a multitude of workers, so small a proportion should
be employed in making those material things a
lack of which constitutes poverty in the physical
sense.

Take the case of retail distribution. It is the
extraordinary fact that there are 1,500,000 shop-
keepers and shop assistants in the United Kingdom,
in a community which numbers only some 9,000,000
families. That is to say, there is one retail distribu-
tor to each six families in the country, an absurdly
high proportion. And this figure takes no account
of the carmen, horsemen, stablemen, and other
agents also concerned in the process of retailing.
It excludes, also, the retailing of coal, which is ac-
complished, not by shopkeepers, but by "coal-mer-
chants" with another army of clerks, vans, carmen,
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